Lipoprotein (a), (Lp(a)), an independent atherogenic factor, was significantly increased in 93 patients with classical, seropositive rheumatoid arthritis ofmedian disease activity. In the patients with Lp(a) concentrations above the upper reference value of 480 mg/l there was a significant correlation between Lp(a) and the concentration of orosomucoid, erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and the platelet count. The plasma concentrations of cholesterol and high density lipoproteincholesterol in both male and female patients were significantly lower than in controls. Apolipoprotein B and apolipoprotein AI in the patients correlated significantly with total cholesterol and high density lipoproteincholesterol respectively.
most common cause of death in patients with rheumatoid arthritis, as in the general population, was cardiovascular disease. ' 5 Some studies found an even higher incidence of cardiovascular disease in patients with rheumatoid arthritis than in controls.' 16 Increased concentrations of total cholesterol, low density lipoprotein-cholesterol, and total apolipoprotein B have been found to be associated with an increased risk for cardiovascular disease.79 Even low concentrations of high density lipoprotein-cholesterol and apolipoprotein Al have been found to be risk factors for cardiovascular disease."-In patients with inflammatory polyarthritis the serum concentrations of cholesterol and some subfractions of triglycerides have been found to be significantly lower than in controls. 112 A significant inverse correlation between inflammatory activity and lipoprotein or lipid concentrations has previously been reported.12 13 The apolipoprotein AI/apolipoprotein B ratio has been found to be raised in rheumatoid arthritis. '4 Because lipoprotein (a) (Lp(a)) may exert independent strong atherogenic effects'5 16 16 The decreased plasma concentrations of cholesterol, triglycerides, and high density lipoprotein-cholesterol, with sex differences, found in the patients with rheumatoid arthritis in this study are in agreement with previous findings, however. 10-12 14 30 In this study no 
